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MK Safety Net

Box 442

Geneva, IL  60134

January 26, 2009
Rev. Ronald J. Morrison

Hope Alliance Bible Church
5050 Stanley Avenue
Maple Heights, OH  44137-2825

Dear Ron,

I wanted to send you an additional note about the C&MA response to the position paper, and more specifically to the published apology. As it happens, I’ve already had a chance to hear some reaction to the apology from the survivor community, to which impressions I’ll add to my own. 
There is anger that the apology was not more specific, and that it failed to indicate there would be any meaningful action going forward. I am reminded of a sign that’s been on my mother’s refrigerator for years. “If words were enough, Christ need not have died on the cross.” 

There also was a sense of evasion of responsibility. That’s because there was no indication the Alliance was going to do more to identify abuse survivors. See again the above quote. Individual survivors and missionary parents have their own struggles, but many of them also have a sense of the moral issue here -- the moral responsibility the Alliance has to go the full distance to identify and assist where possible in recovery and restoration. There is nothing in the Board response or this apology that indicates the denomination has reached that stage, or ever intends to reach it.
There was frustration that the organization that meant so much to them and their parents at one point in their lives, continues to try to essentially coerce forgiveness from a situation where it is the last step in a process – not the first, or even an intermediate, step. The C&MA’s concept of forgiveness and that of many badly hurting survivors are very different. Until the Alliance realizes that – and recalibrates its thinking out of loving concern rather than organizational protectiveness – a significant gap is going to continue to exist.
There was disappointment that this apology was not signed by any individual Alliance official, nor did it go out as a personal message to individual survivors who are known to the Alliance. This would be particularly true of the members of the Mamou Steering Committee and MKSN. Vague allusions to having not giving a “sympathetic hearing” to their claims are vastly inadequate, when gauged against the damage done by revictimization the Alliance perpetrated.

There is chagrin about the extremely limited scope of its distribution. The Alliance evidently thinks that a carefully worded apology in its in-house publications, in some way neutralizes the issue. While the new apology is a fine piece of writing, had MKSN been consulted about its formulation, the final product could have been far more effective. We take from this that the Alliance has no interest in including important stakeholders in its response strategy, as was discussed in Indianapolis. So as a result, this action misses an opportunity to establish a new foundation for future healing. 
And of course, the chosen manner of distribution for the apology means it will not reach a large percentage of abuse survivors. This method ignores the reality that many -- if not most -- survivors are estranged from the Alliance and the evangelical world in general. If the Alliance was sincere about an outreach, it would be running its own ads in Christianity Today, on the web on the Third Culture Kids and other relevant sites, and even issue a press release. And those ads would of course have to be coupled with a meaningful mechanism for seeking information on past abuse and referring them to a fully independent investigative entity. Yes, those steps would require more work and expense, and would clearly expose the Alliance to more scrutiny. But they would represent a more complete and sincere expression of the denomination’s intent to reach out to its grieved children and their parents.   
Sadly, I expect that the Alliance now will assert it has done enough with regard to MK abuse issues. As we’ve said before, unless and until the C&MA reaches out comprehensively to all former students, submits allegations to a truly independent investigative process, and meaningfully engages a broader spectrum of the survivor community, gestures such as this will not have the impact you intend. We could have told you this, had you asked in advance. 

As always, I’d be glad to hear from you on a personal basis about any or all of this.

Sincerely,

Rich Phillips

President, MKSN

